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Xou were such sore sophisticated them I hack in those days about a decade ago. I was 
more trusting and unwilling to believe there could be the excesses now partly public. You 
may not remember it but you finally said that as soon as I left a publisher's office a 
federal agent walked in. That may or may not have happened but other things did. 

At two of the publishing bouses recently identified as having CIA connections I 
was told by the top editorial people that my first book would be a best-seller but there 
was a rejection. These are Praeger and McKay. The editorial chief at McKay was a former 
OSS (headquarters) man who toe w me from the first job I did in OSS, althou^i we had never 
met. His letter predicting toe bock would be a best-seller is one of those on the inside 
back cover of NMtewaah. There are other publishers there may be reason to believe were 
with CIA involvements in those days, tod not only publishers, in publishing. I believe 
that one CIA operation had to do with preventing publication, what you suspected of the 
PHI 10 years ago. I have names, addresses and other leads for you. One of the names is 
now known throughout the world. 

Not long after my work attracted international attention I learned of a still un- 
exposed type of superficially legitimate CIA domestic surveillance. They had, whether or 
not it still exists, a cover for this and they used commercial services. Here I pro- 
duce and identify witnesses, have transcripts and tapes of conversations, Mllw rendered, 
checks in payment, carbons of what I said that were ordered and paid for, envelopes in 
which checks were mailed - toe whole bit. While it was all clandestine, all of what I have 
I obtained properly. The nation a l manager of this commercial service actually told me, 
with Lesar hearing it, that I have or hold "the all-time track record" for CIA 
interest. He disclosed also an intimate knowledge of ay work and the CIA's interest in it 
as well as their strong reaction to it. 

I have been wanting to do something about this, regarding it as a serious intrusion 
into ay Pirst-Amendaent rights. Until recently it has not been possible. But three weeks 
ago Jim Lesar gad I saw CIA general counsel Warner. He played games with us, I told him so, 
only more politely, gave him leads to check, and he was supposed to have been back in touch 
with us. If there is not some satisfactory redress of this grievance we propose s uing . If 
they do not deliver what I have asked for under the Freedom of Information law we w-m sue 
for that, too. And here I have copies of some and proofs, 30 it should not be a complete 
futility, a think it can provide the means for bringing more to light, through discovery. 

We should also be able to take some interesting depositions! If we have to, we are 
not unwilling to try. 

The inter mingl i n g of forei^x and national or domestic activities is something «0 se 
of which you ogght be aware because the pretext for secrecy and sometimes the cover is for- 
eign activity, considered proper. I have enough here to leave no doubt at all, specifics 
including names <md addresses. 

I am more toxin pleased that you will be part of it because this new investigation 
goes to the integrity of society and is another aspect of the creeping authoritarianism 
than has long interested you. I aa also delighted at the opportunity it gives you. Ve do 
wish you the best of luck and offer any help possible. 

If you want to talk to me about this 0 please let me know. 

Our best to you all. 


Harold Weisberg 



